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CHAPTER  II.

Louis the Pious.

THE unity of the Empire, so favourable to the unity
of Christendom, ceased not at the death of Jaa.28.
Charlemagne, it lasted during some years of AJ)-814-
the reign of his successor. But the unity of the Church,
as it depended not on the personal character of the
sovereign, remained undissevered. In the contests
among Charlemagne's descendants the Pope mingles
with his full unbroken authority; while the strife
among the military feudatories of the Empire only
weakens, or exposes the weakness of the imperial
power The influence of the great Transalpine pre-
lates, so often on different sides in the strife, aggrandises
that of the Pope, whom each party was eager, at any
sacrifice, to obtain as an ally. Already the Papal
Legates, before the pontificate of Nicolas I., begin to
appear, and to conduct themselves with arrogance which
implies conscious power. The awful menace of excom-
munication is employed to restrain sovereign princes.
The Emperor for a time still holds his supremacy.
Rome is, in a certain sense, an imperial city. The
Pope is not considered duly elected without the Em-
peror's approbation; the successor of Leo III. throws
the blame of his hasty consecration on the clergy and
people. But, first the separation of the Italian kingdom
from the Empire, and afterwards the feebleness, or tha